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TOPJOB

2006
By Susan Helmer

Grand Prize Winner
Mario Guertin,
Painting In Partnership Inc.,
Palatine, Ill

First Place Winners
Eunice and Frank Bokstrom,
Design Wallcovering,
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Debra Campbell, Wallartistry,
Miamisburg, Ohio

Honorable Mentions
Abby J. Altshuler,
Abbyarts Decorative Painting,
Norwood, Colo.
Brian and Tammy Burleigh,
House of Faux Inc.,
Greeley, Colo.
Virgil A. Byrd Jr.,
V. A. Byrd Panting
and Wallpaper, Kinston, N.C.
John K. Dewey,
John Dewey Paper Hanger,
Littleton, Mass.
Mario Guertin, Painting In
Partnership Inc., Palatine, Ill.
Henri Menendez,
DeHuelbes Designs Inc.,
Suwanee, Ga.
Patricia D. Rosso,
PDR Contracting LLC,
Bowie, Md.

Awards

2006 was another impressive year for
American Painting Contractor’s TOPJOB
Awards. Once again, the degree of craftsmanship among all of the projects created
an enormous challenge for the judges.
While this year’s grand prize has increased
to $10,000 for one very fortunate winner, it
is also noteworthy news that the contest
has attracted some new talent to the mix.
All three of the TOPJOB winners are firsttime participants in the awards program
and well deserving of the recognition that
their masterpieces have brought them.
This year's contest presented some magnificent pieces of work that are not only the
result of artistic skill but also unmatched
creativity. The amount of submissions has
remained strong, and the quality of work
commendable. Mario Guertin, president of
Painting In Partnership Inc., in Palatine,
Ill., secured the grand prize with first-rate
craftsmanship. Guertin and his crew meticulously took on the challenge of beautifying a deteriorating Victorian treasure.
Two first place prizes have also been
awarded to some well-deserving contractors
whose creative talents lie in the realm of decorative painting and paperhanging. After
much deliberation, the first place awards
went to Eunice and Frank Bokstrom, Design
Wallcovering, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada,
and Debra Campbell, owner of Wallartistry
in Miamisburg, Ohio.
The Bokstroms have won recognition for

their outstanding display of creative craftsmanship in hanging grasscloth on point to
near perfection. The fruit of their labor is
magnificent!
Campbell’s TOPJOB involved fulfilling
her client’s dream of turning his new spacious ranch home into an Italian masterpiece complete with colorful Italian plasters — a truly awesome accomplishment!
All three of our TOPJOB award winners
are profiled in the pages that follow. Be
sure to take the time to read their stories.
They represent the best in the industry,
and we know you will appreciate their
accomplishments. The winners share some
unique and creative techniques, and their
product choices are bound to provide you
with insight and tips for your own future
masterpieces. All honorable mentions will
be featured in future issues of APC
throughout the year.
Congratulations to the winners, our
seven honorable mentions and to all of you
who entered. Each of the projects submitted displayed superb talent and creativity
and an intense passion for the craft. Thank
you for your tremendous response to the
TOPJOB Awards and for once again making it a huge success.
The April issue of APC will include the
2007 TOPJOB Awards call for entries. This is
your year to shine! APC
Susan Helmer is editor of American
Painting Contractor.
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Beautifying a
Victorian Treasure
Painting In Partnership Inc. preserves the
past with meticulous skill.
Mario Guertin, owner of Painting In
Partnership Inc. in Palatine, Ill., says that
one of his greatest honors as a painting
contractor is being part of the ongoing
preservation of a very special house in
Chicago. He explains that it is one of a
handful of frame homes that survived the
Great Chicago Fire in 1871 and, he adds, it
has a long and colorful history.
The Duchossois family purchased the
home more than 20 years ago. However,

before they took ownership, the building had
been used as a boarding
house for many years
with motorcycles often
being parked in the
foyer.
Once purchased, the
Duchossois embarked
on a massive restoration and beatification

A Victorian Treasure

The “piece de resistance” of this historical home is the nine-arch, double deck porch.
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To ensure safe access to some of the dormers,
a Safe-T-Strap was screwed to the side of the
dormer and a retractable lanyard was attached
to it.

Signs of deterioration before repainting began

of this historical home and transformed it
into a Victorian treasure. The front of the
house shows off an elaborate bay window
and front entrance that include carvings,
pillars and detailed dental moldings. The
front porch boasts four-color spindles
and fluted posts. The front portion of the
left side of the house also has an ornate

porch with the same features as the front
entrance. However, says Guertin, “the
piece de resistance can be found on the
left side of the house towards the rear: the
nine-arch, double deck porch!”
Since its restoration in the mid-1980s,
the exterior of the house was repainted
only once — about 10 years ago. It was

beginning to show serious signs of deterioration when Duchossois contacted
Guertin. “The time for a complete repaint
of this grande dame had arrived again,”
says Guertin. “We have been the owners’
‘inside painters’ for seven years now.
Because of their trusting relationship with
us, Painting In Partnership was awarded
this truly unique project.”
The work involved the replacement of
numerous rotted wood surfaces, epoxy
restoration of other less damaged areas
and the cleaning, prepping and painting of
all wood surfaces. The owners asked
Guertin to match the five existing colors
that were presently on the house. The
entire project required the use of about 20
gallons of paint, including Zinsser’s
Cover-Stain for spot priming, SherwinWilliams Duration on all painted surfaces
and Benjamin Moore Gloss Oil Porch &
Floor Enamel on the decks of the porches.
In all, the project took more than 700
hours to complete.
Guertin pointed out that there were
several challenges that needed to be overcome with the project, beginning with the
safe access to several of the dormers on the
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The painting of the front bay window took about
40 hours, which included a three-color cornice,
three-color crown and five-color floral carvings.

Finished front bay window

The front entrance had a similar level of detail
as the bay area, although a little simpler in
design.

One of seven four-color screen doors in the project, along with one of the two-paneled doors

house. There were four dormers in the
front portion, two on the north side and
two on the south side. On the north side of
the house, the property line was only a few
inches away from the neighbor’s house,
which made access difficult. Guertin used a
small chicken ladder, roof steel boots to
anchor the ladder and a retractable safety
lanyard combined with a Safe-T-Strap
screwed into a rafter to ensure the crew’s
safe access. This procedure was followed
for all four dormers.
The rear north side dormer presented an
even more daunting task because the

neighbor would not allow access to his
property. The roof below the dormer was
just large enough to set up a plank.
However, before the plank was installed,
pivots were mounted onto the roof and
secured to the roof and the dormer. The
plank was also tied to the pivots to prevent
any accidental slippage. Finally, a Safe-TStrap was screwed to the side of the dormer
and a retractable lanyard was attached to it
to ensure safe access while standing on the
plank.
Also, because of the number of colors
involved, the sequencing of the work was of
critical importance to the efficiency of the
work and overall financial performance of
the project. Guertin explained: The project
entailed the painting of 170 four-color
spindles and 90 three-color spindles.
Rapidly determining the right size brushes
for every surface to be painted and the
proper sequence of the painting were keys
to the profitability of the project.
“Our estimating/project management
system enabled us to keep our finger on the
pulse of the project,” says Guertin. “The
system enabled us to keep track of the different surfaces for each side of the house
individually.” Guertin reports that the
entire project was completed 15 hours
under budget, “thanks to the dedication
of our people and the soundness of our
systems.”
Congratulations to Mario Guertin and
the crew of Painting In Partnership Inc.
for preserving the past by meticulously
beautifying
a
once-deteriorating
APC
Victorian treasure!

The front porch boasts four-color spindles and four-color fluted posts, which gave the crew a chance
to fine-tune their methodology for painting the remaining 230 spindles on the project.
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